The NCUEA shall inform and urge NEA leadership and the NEA committee addressing ESEA to ensure that the reauthorization of ESEA replaces the current fundamentally flawed version of the ESEA with a comprehensive overhaul that 

•Promotes public education as a civil and human right and conceives of education as the foundation of a free, democratic, and just society

•Truly supports all children and their holistic learning, growth, and development as individuals and critical, creative, and constructive citizens with the qualities and capacities to function productively in our democratic society

•Values the critical roles that public education professionals, parents, and schools play in developing our nation’s most valuable resource, its citizens 

•Recognizes the unique and diverse backgrounds, needs, strengths, interests, and experiences of each student and focuses on developing the potential of all students and not just addressing their deficits

•Supports and empowers with a non-punitive system of funding that is ample and equitable and assures that public education professionals have the resources necessary to create rich, meaningful, and empowering learning experiences in safe, caring, and enriching environments that all students need and deserve

•Acknowledges, considers, and seriously addresses the many opportunity gaps and contributing factors beyond and within schools, especially those associated with poverty, which affect and impede student learning and the ability of public education professionals to create the quality learning experiences and environments vital for student growth

•Respects and values the importance of local control, community ownership, and the input of those closest to the student, the parents and public education professionals, in matters of critical education problem-solving and decision-making.

•Assesses students in multiple, authentic, real-world ways that promote and foster, not impede, meaningful learning, growth, and development

•Fully funds the law to ensure its successful implementation

RATIONALE FOR MOTION:  The current version of the ESEA is fundamentally flawed, cannot be fixed, and must be replaced with a version that truly values the role of public education in the life of students and this nation.

