JCPS Proficiency Trends 2002-2011

By all indications other than presenting an average score for a district filling more and more with disadvantaged kids, our reading and math scores are on a steady rise toward 100% proficient.  The only way to know this improvement is to disaggregate our test data by the nine groups our schools serve.  Every group (Special needs kids, English Language Learners, Hispanic, Asian, White, African-American, free/reduced lunch, pay-for-lunch, and Advance Program students) has advanced its scores since 2002.  The problem with just using an average is that, with a growing percent disadvantaged population, the lower scores outweigh the scores of kids not in disadvantaged groups. 

Only by looking at the advancement of each group can there be a meaningful conclusion drawn about achievement in JCPS.  
In reading, 2002-2011… 
· White scores have risen from 53% proficient to 73% proficient; 
· African-American scores have risen from 26.7% proficient to 49.3% proficient; 
· Hispanic scores have risen from 36% proficient to 63.9% proficient; 
· Asian scores have risen from 62.7% proficient to 77.9% proficient; 
· English Language Learners have gained from 21.6% proficient to 37.7% proficient (growing numbers each year); 
· Free/reduced lunch scores have risen from 28.1% proficient to 52.9% proficient; 
· Special needs scores have risen from 16.7% proficient to 29.6% proficient; 
· Pay-for-lunch student scores have risen from 56.8% proficient to 81.9% proficient; and

· Advance Program student scores have risen from 91.8% proficient to 97.4% proficient. 
Like these reading scores, math proficiency has grown for each group since 2002.

