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	top 20 Indicators

Sources, Details, and Trends To Support Kentucky Schools: Achieving the Top 20 by 2020



This document supplements the Prichard Committee’s “Achieving the Top 20 by 2020” report with additional information on reaching that goal. First, the chart below summarizes recent rankings and trends from earlier data.  Second, the pages that follow support the chart and the data in the Top 20 portion of the report. 

SUMMARY

	
	Recent Rank
	Score Trend
	Rank Trend

	Preschool Enrollment of Children Ages 3 and 4
	24
	
	

	Fourth Grade Reading
	26
	
	

	Fourth Grade Mathematics
	40
	
	

	Fourth Grade Science
	9
	
	

	Fourth Grade Writing
	20
	
	

	Eighth Grade Reading
	29
	
	

	Eighth Grade Mathematics
	34
	
	

	Eighth Grade Science
	22
	
	

	Eighth Grade Writing
	36
	
	


	Students Earning AP College Credit in High School
	33
	
	

	Adults 18 To 24 With High School Diploma or Equivalent
	35
	
	

	High School Graduates Going On To College
	38
	
	

	Full-Time Students Completing Associate’s Degree in Three Years
	33
	
	

	Full-Time Students Completing Bachelor’s Degree in Six Years
	37
	
	

	Science, Tech, Engineering, Math Share of Bachelor’s Degrees
	44
	
	

	Adults 25 To 34 With A Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
	44
	
	

	Per-Pupil Elementary and Secondary Funding
	41
	
	

	Average Teacher Salary
	34
	
	

	Per Pupil Total Higher Education Funding
	15
	
	

	Share of Higher Education Funding Paid by Families
	25
	
	


Notes on Graphs And Trends

Each graph is designed to show a realistic range of scores. That is, the graph begins slightly below the lowest to slightly above the highest state. For example, for fourth grade reading, average scale scores ranged from 207 to 235, and the graph has room for numbers from 200 to 240. That approach has been used both in the report and in this backup document.

Each trend statement reflects the available year closest to the Prichard Committee’s 1983 founding. 
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Background

The results are three-year averages from the American Community Survey, using public and private preschool participation data from the 2004, 2005 and 2006 ACS downloaded with the American FactFinder tool from www.census.gov.

Recent Results

43.1% of Kentucky children age three and four participated in preschool, placing Kentucky 24th of the 50 states. 

44.0% participated in Illinois, placing that state 20th.

Connecticut, with 59.1%, ranked first, while Nevada with 32.2%, ranked 50th.

Fourth GRAde REading
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 500 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Reading 2007.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2007 average scale score of 222 placed us 26th of the 50 states. Indiana also had a 222 average scale score.

Colorado’s 2007 average scale score of 224 was tied with Florida, New York and Washington, placing those states 20th.

Massachusetts was first with 235, and Louisiana last with 207.

	Trends


	Our 2007 results are up from a 213 average scale score in 1992.



	
	Our 2007 rank among the states is up from 30th in 1992.




Kentucky’s 1992 average scale score of 213 placed us 25th of 41 participating states, equivalent to 30th of 50.  Delaware and Texas also had 213 average scale scores. 

Fourth Grade Mathematics
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 500 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Mathematics 2007.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2007 average scale score of 235 placed us 40th of the 50 states. Georgia also had a 235 average scale score.

North Carolina’s 2007 reading average scale score of 242 placed North Carolina 20th of the 50 states.  Delaware, Florida, Maine and Texas also had 242 average scale scores.

Massachusetts was first with 252, while Mississippi and New Mexico were tied for last with 228.

Trends

	
	Our 2007 result is up from a 215 average scale score in 1992.



	
	Our 2007 rank among the states is down from 33rd in 1992.




Kentucky’s 1992 average scale score of 215 placed us 27th of 41 participating states, equivalent to 33rd of 50. Arizona, Rhode Island and West Virginia also had 215 average scale scores.  

Fourth Grade Science
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 300 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Science 2005.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2005 average scale score of 158 placed us 8th of 43 participating states, equivalent to 9th of 50.  Missouri, South Dakota and Wisconsin also had a 158 average scale score.

Connecticut’s 2005 average scale score of 155 placed Connecticut 14th of 43 states. Since Colorado, Idaho and Utah also had 155 average scale scores, that score was equivalent to 20th of 50.

New Hampshire and Virginia were first with 161, while Mississippi was last with 133.

	Trends


	Our 2005 results are up from a 152 average scale score in 2000.



	
	Our 2005 rank among the states is up from 18th in 2000.




Kentucky’s 2000 average scale score of 152 placed us 14th of the 38 participating states, equivalent to 18th of 50.  Idaho and Michigan had also 218 average scale scores.

Fourth Grade Writing
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Fourth Grade Writing
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 300 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Writing 2002.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2002 average scale score of 154 was tied with Nebraska, Indiana, and Texas.   That placed us 17th of 43 participating states, equivalent to 20th of 50.

Connecticut was first with 174, while Alabama and Arizona were last at 140.

Eighth Grade Reading
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 500 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Reading 2007.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2007 average scale score of 262 placed us 29th of the 50 states. Utah also had a 262 average scale score.

Washington’s 2007 average scale score of 265, placing Washington 20th of 50 states.  Delaware, Idaho and Maryland also had 265 average scale scores.

Massachusetts and Vermont were first with 273, while Mississippi was last with 240.

Trends

	
	Our 2007 results are flat: 262 was also our 1998 average scale score.



	
	Our 2007 rank among the states is down from 24th in 1998.




Kentucky’s 1998 average scale score of 262 placed us 17th of 35 participating states, equivalent to 24th of 50.  Missouri, North Carolina and West Virginia also had 262 average scale scores.

Eighth Grade Mathematics
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 500 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Mathematics 2007.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2007 average scale score of 279 placed us 34th of the 50 states. 

Iowa’s 2007 average scale score of 285 placed Iowa 20th of the 50 states.  Indiana, Ohio and Washington also had 285 average scale scores.

Massachusetts was first with 298, while Mississippi was last with 265.

Trends

	
	Our 2007 result is up from a 257 average scale score in 1990.



	
	Our 2007 rank among the states is down from 38th in 1990.




Kentucky’s 1990 average scale score of 257 placed us 28th of 36 participating states, equivalent to 38th of 50. 

Eighth Grade science
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 300 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Science 2005.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2005 average scale score of 153 placed us 19th of 44 participating states, equivalent to 22nd of 50.  New Jersey and Oregon also had 158 average scale scores.

Missouri’s 2005 average scale score of 154 placed Missouri 16th of 44 states. With Utah and Washington also having average scale scores, a 154 is equivalent to 20th of 50.

North Dakota was first with 163, while Mississippi was last with 132.

	Trends


	Our 2005 results are up from a 147 average scale score in 1996.



	
	Our 2005 rank among the states is up from 28th in 1996.




Kentucky’s 1996 average scale score of 147 placed us 22nd of 40 participating states, equivalent to 28th of 50.  North Carolina and West Virginia also had 147 average scale scores.

Eighth grade writing
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Background

The results are average scale scores on a 0 to 300 scale on the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  Results come from The Nation’s Report Card: Writing 2007.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 2007 average scale score of 151 placed us 32nd of 45 states, equivalent to 36th of 50.  Indiana also had a 222 average scale score.

Kansas’ 2007 average scale score of 156 was tied with Minnesota, Ohio, and Tennessee.  That placed them 17th of 44, equivalent to 20th of 50.

New Jersey was first with 175, while Mississippi was last with 142.

Trends

	
	Our 2007 results are up from the 146 average scale score in 1998.



	
	Our 2007 rank among the states is down from 24th in 1998.




Kentucky’s 1998 average scale score of 146 placed us 18th of 35 participating states, equivalent to 24th of 50.  Georgia, New York and Wyoming also had 146 average scale scores.

Students earning AP College 

Credit in HIgh School
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Students Earning AP College Credit in High School
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Background

The results show the percent of public school students in the 2007 graduating class scoring 3 or higher (on a 1-5 scale) on at least one Advanced Placement Test, as shown in the College Board’s 2007 Report to the Nation.  

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 9.7% receiving a score 3 or higher placed us 33rd of 50 states. 

Delaware’s 14.5% placed it 20th.

New York was first with 23.4%, while Louisiana was last with 2.7%.

Trends

	
	The 2007 result is up from 5.5% in 2000.



	
	The 2007 rank among the states is up from 38th in 2000.




Adults 18 to 24 with High School Diploma 

or Equivalent
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Background

The results are three-year averages from the American Community Survey, using 2004, 2005 and 2006 data with the American FactFinder tool from www.census.gov.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 80.1% with a diploma or equivalent placed us 35th of the 50 states. 

South Dakota’s 82.8% placed that state 20th.

Hawaii was first with 90.5%, while Nevada was last with 74.5%

	Trends


	Our 2004-2006 averaged result is up from 69.5% in 1980.




The 1980 figure comes from the 1980 Decennial Census data.  That analysis working from the paper records has not been repeated for the other states, so no trend in rank is shown.

High school Graduates going on to college
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Background

The results shown reflect the estimated rate of 2003–04 high school graduates (both public and private) attending college (in all states), reported in the Digest of Education Statistics 2007, available for download from http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 52.3% going on to college placed us 38th of the 50 states. 

Alabama’s 58.6% placed that state 20th.

New York was first with 72.6%, while Utah was last with 38.6%.

Full-Time Students completing Associate’s Degrees in three years
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Background

The results reflect students who enrolled full-time in associate’s degree programs at Kentucky institutions in 2003 and graduated by 2006.  The figures come from the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems’ website at www.higheredinfo.org. 

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 24.5% three-year completion rate placed us 33rd of the 50 states. 

Missouri’s 31.8% placed that state 20th.

South Dakota was first with 62.6%, while Delaware was last with 11.8%.

Trends

	
	Our 2006 result is up from 15.2% in 1997.



	
	Our 2006 rank is up from 46th of 49 in 1997, equivalent to 47th of 50.


Full-Time Students completing Bachelor’s degrees in six years
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Background

The results reflect students who enrolled full-time in bachelor’s degree programs at Kentucky institutions in 2000 and graduated by 2006.  The figures come from the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems’ website at www.higheredinfo.org. 

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 47.2% six-year completion rate placed us 37th of the 50 states. 

South Carolina and Missouri were 20th with 57.2%.

Massachusetts was first with 68.1%, while Alaska was last with 23.4%.

Trends

	
	Our 2006 result is up from 37.2% in 1997.



	
	Our 2006 rank among the states is up from 44th in 1997.




Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Share of Bachelor’s Degrees
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Background

The results shown reflect 2005-06 degrees in the natural sciences and in computer sciences and engineering, reported in the Digest of Education Statistics 2007, available for download from http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest.  The 2001-02 numbers used for trends come from the Digest of Education Statistics 2003.
Recent Results

Kentucky’s 12.5% in STEM subjects placed us 44th of the 50 states. 

North Carolina was 20th with 16.1% STEM degrees.

South Dakota was first with 20.3%, while Connecticut was last with 11.3%.

Trends

	
	Our 2005-06 result is down from 13.6% in 2001-02.



	
	Our 2005-06 rank among the states is down from 42nd in 2001-02.




Adults 25 to 34 with a bachelor’s Degree or Higher
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Background

The results are three-year averages from the American Community Survey, using 2004, 2005 and 2006 data with the American FactFinder tool from www.census.gov.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 22.3% with a bachelor’s degree placed us 44th of the 50 states. 

South Dakota’s 29.7% placed that state 20th.

Massachusetts was first with 46.1%, while Nevada was last with 19.6%.

	Trends


	Our 2004-2006 averaged result is up from 16.8% having completed four years of college in 1980.




The 1980 figure reflects the 1980 Decennial Census data.  That analysis working from the paper records has not been repeated for the other states, so no trend in rank is shown.

Per-pupil elementary and secondary funding
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Per-Pupil Elementary And Secondary Funding
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Background

The results shown reflect 2005-06 state and local funding per pupil reported in Public Education Finance 2006, available for download from www.census.gov/govs/www/school.html.  The 1991-92 figures used below for trends reflect data from Public Education Finance 1992, adjusted for change in the Consumer Price Index.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s $7,827 placed us 41st of the 50 states. 

Virginia’s $9,958 placed that state 20th.

New Jersey was first with $16,032, while Utah was last with $6,112.

Trends

	
	Our 2005-06 result is up from an inflation-adjusted $5,928 in 1991-92.



	
	Our 2005-06 rank among the states is down from 39th in 1991-92.




Average Teacher salary
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Background

The results shown reflect average annual teacher salaries for 2005-06 by state, reported in the Digest of Education Statistics 2007, available for download from http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest.  The 1979-80 results used for trend data come from the same source and adjusted for change in the Consumer Price Index.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s $42,987 placed us 34th of the 50 states. 

Wisconsin’s $47,590 placed that state 20th.

Connecticut was first with $61,038, while South Dakota was last with $35,607

Trends

	
	Our 2005-06 result is up from an inflation-adjusted $37,255 in 1979-80.



	
	Our 2005-06 rank among the states is up from 42nd in 1979-80.




Per Pupil total higher Education Funding

(IncludeSTuition, State dollars, and other sources)
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Background

The results shown reflect 2005-06 total revenue per pupil in full-time equivalent enrollment in public higher education, excluding medical schools, as reported in State Higher Education Finance 2006, available for download from www.sheeo.org.  The 1982-83 results used for trend data were provided by the State Higher Education Executive Officers Association and adjusted for change in the Consumer Price Index.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s $11,201 placed us 15th of the 50 states. 

Nebraska’s $10,645 placed that state 20th.

Delaware was first with $16,657, while Florida was last with $7,261.

Trends

	
	Our 2005-06 result is up from an inflation-adjusted $7,397 in 1982-83.



	
	Our 2005-06 rank among the states is up from 24th in 1982-83.




Share of higher education funding paid by students’ families
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Background

The results shown reflect 2005-06 net tuition per pupil in full-time equivalent enrollment in public higher education, excluding medical schools, divided by total revenue as reported in State Higher Education Finance 2006, available for download from www.sheeo.org.  The 1982-83 results used for trend data were provided by the State Higher Education Executive Officers Association and adjusted for change in the Consumer Price Index.

Recent Results

Kentucky’s 39.7% placed us 25th lowest of the 50 states. 

Nebraska’s 34% placed that state 20th lowest.

New Mexico was first with 14.5%, and Vermont last with 78.1%

Trends

	
	Our 2005-06 result is worse than 24.3% in 1982-83



	
	Our 2005-06 rank among the states is down from 24th (lowest) in 1982-83
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