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EDITORIALS

‘A’ for tax action
by school board
W

ith their unanimous
vote on a 3.4 percent
tax increase on homeowners to bring in more money
for public schools, members of
the Jefferson County school
board showed admirable leadership in tough economic and
political times.
They deserve our thanks for
their decisive and positive action.
Instead of temporizing or
taking the easy way out, they
stood up for education and did
the right thing by students,
teachers, administrators and
the community at large with a
vote that will bring in another
$17 million to Jefferson County
Public Schools.
“We don’t want to decrease
the services to our schools,”
board Chairwoman Diane Porter told Courier-Journal reporter
Antoinette Konz before last
week’s important vote. “The
federal and state dollars continue to decrease. It doesn’t
give us a lot of options if we are
truly committed to providing
quality services to our children.”
Given the board’s action, the
tax rate will rise from 67.7 cents
to 70 cents per $100 of assessed
value for real estate and personal property. That means the
owner of a home valued at
$100,000 will pay $700 that will
go to schools, $23 more than last
year.
The infusion is needed. Ms.
Konz also reported that the district has seen a $9.9 million re-

duction in state funding over
the past two years, as well as a
state reduction in per-pupil
spending.
The biggest portions of the
new money will go toward instruction ($11.4 million), transportation ($3.5 million) and
plant maintenance ($1.7 million).
The decision to raise taxes
came as three board members
are on their way out — Stephen
Imhoff, Joe Hardesty and Larry
Hujo are retiring — and a
bumper crop of candidates is
vying for the open seats.
Some residents said the outgoing members shouldn’t have
voted on the tax increase because they wouldn’t be accountable for this action.
Poppycock.
Not voting would have been
a cop-out — to their duties as
board members and to their
constituents. And voters should
make it their business to ask everyone running for a board seat
how they would have voted on
the tax increase, and to justify
their reasoning.
As Brent McKim, president
of the Jefferson County Teachers Association, said in his support of the increase, “We must
invest now in the education of
our students or we will pay
more later in taxes for incarceration, unemployment or other
unfavorable outcomes.”
Follow the discussion on Twitter using #cjopinion and on our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/courierjournal.

A4

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 4, 2012

CO

READERS’ FORUM
The 99 percent

I was not surprised when Mitt
Romney picked Paul Ryan as his
running mate because he supported the Ryan plan. This plan
includes reckless cuts that will
hurt working families. It would
reduce current Medicare benefits and increase out-of-pocket
expenses for today’s seniors. It
would end Medicare for everyone under 55 and give full control of their health costs to insurance companies. It converts federal share of Medicaid spending
into a block grant that’s indexed
for inflation and population
different fight.”
growth. It privatizes future benThe anti-doping agency took
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challenge the doping allegaSecurity as we know it will be
tions as an admission of guilt.
left in the hands of a bipartisan
He will be stripped of his seven
process to develop reforms.
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His budget will have little or
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Lance Armstrong
M

any disappointed fans
took off their yellow
Livestrong bracelets
after champion cyclist Lance
Armstrong recently announced
he was dropping his fight
against allegations of drug use
that always have lurked in the
background of his career.
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Though Mr. Armstrong never tested positive for use of per-
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