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M any disappointed fans
took off their yellow
Livestrong bracelets

after champion cyclist Lance
Armstrong recently announced
he was dropping his fight
against allegations of drug use
that always have lurked in the
background of his career.

Though Mr. Armstrong nev-
er tested positive for use of per-
formance-enhancing drugs,
eyewitnesses, including his for-
mer teammates, were prepared
to testify that Armstrong used
banned blood transfusions, the
blood booster EPO, testoster-
one and other drugs to win the
Tour deFrance, theworld’s pre-
mier cycling race.

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agen-
cy, which raised the claims
against Mr. Armstrong, also
said it had blood test results
from 2009 and 2010 that were
consistent with doping. Last
month Mr. Armstrong said he
was dropping his fight against
all allegations.

“There comes a point in ev-
ery man’s life when he has to
say, ‘Enough is enough,’ ” Mr.
Armstrong said in a statement.
“For me, that time is now.”

Yet Mr. Armstrong, a seven-
timeTourdeFrancewinner, has
no plans to give up a larger and
even more important fight —
the fight against cancer
through his Livestrong founda-
tion.

Inavideoon the foundation’s
website, Livestrong.org, Mr.
Armstrong, a survivor of testic-
ular cancer, says he now plans
to focus his energy on cancer
research and treatment.

“It’s time to move forward,’’
he said. “It’s time to talk about a

different fight.”
The anti-doping agency took

Mr. Armstrong’s decision not to
challenge the doping allega-
tions as an admission of guilt.
He will be stripped of his seven
Tour de France titles, the
bronze medal from the 2000
Olympics and all other titles,
awards and money he has won
since August 1998, according to
the World Anti-Doping Code.
He faces a lifetime ban from
competitive cycling.

Let us hope this closes a sad
chapter in competitive cycling,
in which other recent Tour de
France winners also have been
found guilty of using banned
drugs to improve their perfor-
mance, including Floyd Landis
of theUnitedStates andAlberto
Contador of Spain. Surely, cy-
cling and other competitive
sports can become arenas
where athletes fairly compete
and succeed on their own abili-
ties.

Mr. Armstrong’s story —
that of a young man who sur-
vived cancer andwent on towin
world championships — in-
spired millions, and led to the
creation of his foundation that
has raised nearly $500 million
since its creation in 1997.

He still has the stature and
determination to pursue his
fight against cancer and we
hope for his success. According
to his video, Mr. Armstrong is
ready to move ahead and that,
perhaps, is the best news to
emerge from the doping scan-
dal that tarnished and ultimate-
ly ended his cycling career.

“We have a huge issue, a
huge challenge,” he said.
“We’ve got a lot of work to do.”

Lance Armstrong

W ould it surprise you to
know that the air in In-
diana is cleaner today

than any point in the last 40
years? In 2011, every Indiana
communitymet the national air
quality standards for the first
time in the history of the Clean
AirAct.

Meanwhile, the price of elec-
tricityhas,since1990,increased
at a rate lower than the national
consumerpriceindexandlower
than everyday goods and ser-
vices, including gasoline, hous-
ing, food and transportation
costs. Indiana currently has the
13th-lowest retail electric
prices inAmerica.

Indiana’s electric utilities
have delivered safe, reliable
power at some of the nation’s
lowest cost levels for many
years while implementing pol-
lution control measures. The
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, however, is mandating
thatwedoevenmore.

Today, we are facing an un-
precedented challenge tomain-
tain this successful and crucial
balance amid new circum-
stances and factors beyond the
control of theutilities.

The EPA recently finalized
new mandates and proposed
even more. These factors will
lead to substantial increases in

the cost of electricity for cus-
tomers. In fact, the StateUtility
Forecasting Group at Purdue
University recentlyprojected a
34 percent increase over the
next eight years — 20 percent
due to construction and up-
grades previously required by
theEPA, andanother14percent
for thenewEPAmandates.

While the impactwillvaryby
utility — Vectren, for example,
recentlyinvested$410millionin
emissions control equipment in
anticipation of these new man-
datesandseesnosubstantialad-
ditional expenditures — these
newmandateswill significantly
increase the cost of generating

and delivering electricity for
Hoosiers and businesses in the
state.

New EPAmandates focus on
coal-firedpowerplants. In Indi-
ana, which has an abundance of
low-cost, local coal, 95 percent
of electric power is generated
by coal-powered plants. More
than one-fourth of Indiana’s
coal-powered generating ca-
pacitywasinstalledbefore1970.

Indiana’s electric utilities
will strive to ensure the actual
increase from the new man-
datesis lessthanthesealarming
projections. To keep costs low
for Hoosier homeowners and
residents, and to keep Indiana

competitive in job creation and
economic development, we
must do so.

The IndianaEnergyAssocia-
tion and its members are com-
mitted to keeping Hoosiers in-
formedandhelpingthemunder-
stand and manage impacts on
their electric bills, especially
amid this changing regulatory
and cost climate. Visit the new
IndianaEnergy.org website to
learn more and access re-
sources.

Andbeenergy-informed.
EDWIN J.SIMCOX
InterimPresident

Indiana EnergyAssociation
Indianapolis, Ind. 46202

Indiana faces challenge to its current energy rates

W ith their unanimous
vote on a 3.4 percent
tax increase on home-

owners to bring in more money
for public schools, members of
the Jefferson County school
board showed admirable lead-
ership in tough economic and
political times.

They deserve our thanks for
their decisive and positive ac-
tion.

Instead of temporizing or
taking the easy way out, they
stood up for education and did
the right thing by students,
teachers, administrators and
the community at large with a
vote that will bring in another
$17 million to Jefferson County
Public Schools.

“We don’t want to decrease
the services to our schools,”
board Chairwoman Diane Por-
ter toldCourier-Journal reporter
Antoinette Konz before last
week’s important vote. “The
federal and state dollars con-
tinue to decrease. It doesn’t
give us a lot of options if we are
truly committed to providing
quality services to our chil-
dren.”

Given the board’s action, the
taxratewill rise from67.7cents
to 70 cents per $100 of assessed
value for real estate and per-
sonal property. That means the
owner of a home valued at
$100,000 will pay $700 that will
go to schools, $23more than last
year.

The infusion is needed. Ms.
Konz also reported that the dis-
trict has seen a $9.9 million re-

duction in state funding over
the past two years, as well as a
state reduction in per-pupil
spending.

The biggest portions of the
new money will go toward in-
struction ($11.4 million), trans-
portation ($3.5 million) and
plant maintenance ($1.7 mil-
lion).

The decision to raise taxes
came as three board members
are on their way out — Stephen
Imhoff, JoeHardestyandLarry
Hujo are retiring — and a
bumper crop of candidates is
vying for the open seats.

Some residents said the out-
going members shouldn’t have
voted on the tax increase be-
cause theywouldn’t be account-
able for this action.

Poppycock.
Not voting would have been

a cop-out — to their duties as
board members and to their
constituents. And voters should
make it their business to ask ev-
eryone running for a board seat
how they would have voted on
the tax increase, and to justify
their reasoning.

As Brent McKim, president
of the Jefferson County Teach-
ers Association, said in his sup-
port of the increase, “We must
invest now in the education of
our students or we will pay
more later in taxes for incarcer-
ation, unemployment or other
unfavorable outcomes.”

Follow the discussion on Twit-
ter using #cjopinion and on our
Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/courierjournal.

‘A’ for tax action
by school board
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The 99 percent

I was not surprised whenMitt
Romney picked Paul Ryan as his
running mate because he sup-
ported the Ryan plan. This plan
includes reckless cuts that will
hurt working families. It would
reduce current Medicare bene-
fits and increase out-of-pocket
expenses for today’s seniors. It
would end Medicare for every-
one under 55 and give full con-
trol of their health costs to insur-
ance companies. It converts fed-
eral share of Medicaid spending
into a block grant that’s indexed
for inflation and population
growth. It privatizes future ben-
eficiaries who will choose from a
menu of private options. Social
Security as we know it will be
left in the hands of a bipartisan
process to develop reforms.

His budget will have little or
no money to spend on health re-
search, education, highways and
other infrastructure. Their plans
will allow corporate taxes to be
cut from 35 percent to 25 percent
and cutting the top individual
rate from 35 percent to 25 per-
cent. Pell Grants will be cut back
to the 2008 level, wiping out re-
cent increases.

In regard to health care re-
form, they plan to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Programs,
better known as the food stamp
program or SNAP, will get Medi-
caid treatment: block grants will
be indexed for inflation and pop-
ulation growth. They have no
real plans for job creation.

President Obama’s American
Jobs Act, which would have put
America back to work, was voted
down by the U.S. Senate. The
president’s $450 billion jobs plan
which was to include much need-
ed investments in highways,
transit, rail and aviationwas part
of the plan, which also would
have provided for subsidized
jobs for African-American youth
for whom unemployment is
above 46 percent nationally. The
president proposed $35 billion to
prevent layoffs for up to 280,000
teachers; Kentucky would have
received $390 million in funding.
President Obama’s plan would
have provided $25 billion invest-
ment in school infrastructure
that would have improved and
upgraded schools across the na-
tion. But Sen. Mitch Connell,
House Speaker John Boehner
and Rep. Eric Cantor stopped it
in its tracks to insure that Presi-
dent Obama would be a one-term
president.

None of this should come as a

surprise. The rich don’t need to
rely on the government for
health care, education, or per-
sonal security. The top one per-
cent may complain about the
kind of government we have, but
in actuality they like it just fine.
Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan are
the dream ticket for the one per-
cent. We are the 99 percent.

GRACIE LEWIS
Louisville 40211

Republican bashing
Republicans pay to be bashed

over the head every day on the
“Community” Forum pages in
the Courier-Journal every day.
Letters from writers are liberal
based and pro-Obama for the
most part. The editorials and po-
litical cartoons are exclusively
pro-Obama and could not be
more insulting. Why do Repub-
licans tolerate this? The Courier-
Journal knows it is the only game
in town. Newspapers that have
taken this stance in other cities
are now out of business.

LIZ SHEA
Henderson, Ky. 42420

Pink Ribbon Project
I was quite disturbed to dis-

cover, by way of an email, that
Women of Vision and Purpose
was on the list of agencies in
jeopardy of losing future Louis-
ville Metro Government fund-
ing. Let me be clear, all of the
$7,250 received from the Neigh-
borhood Development Fund was
utilized to help support the WVP
Pink Ribbon Project held Oct. 16
and 17 in 2009. We have submit-
ted invoices and bank state-
ments to the city Office of Man-
agement and Budget to support
those expenditures, and we have
received a letter from OMB that
we are now in compliance of that
funding.

TheWVPPink Ribbon Project
2009 was a two-day event de-

signed to educate our communi-
ty about the importance of
screening and early detection of
breast cancer. The Norton Can-
cer Institute and The Kentucky
Cancer Program were both sup-
porters of the project. On Friday,
Oct. 16, 2009, our kickoff was
held at the Brown Hotel with im-
portant health information and a
celebration of survivors. The fol-
lowing day, a community health
fair was held at Central High
School with the KCP Mammo-
gram unit, along with food and
entertainment for participants.

Due to a lack of funding, WVP
closed our office space in 2010.
Undoubtedly, this is the reason
why no correspondence request-
ing supporting documentation
was ever received. I applaud the
Louisville Metro Government’s
commitment to hold individuals
and organizations accountable
for taxpayer dollars. However, it
is unfortunate that in the proc-
ess, our reputation has been tar-
nished by the suggestion of im-
propriety. Now that we are in
compliance, by providing proper
documentation to OMB, I hope
The Courier-Journal, Business
First and the mayor’s office will
release information to the public
that we are innocent of any
wrongdoing.

WVP is currently undergoing
restructuring and we are plan-
ning future events to again edu-
cate and empower women about
important health issues. As a
breast cancer survivor, it is vital-
ly important to me that we con-
tinue the mission of the WVP
Pink Ribbon Project with a spirit
of excellence. It is also equally
important that all our sup-
porters, volunteers and sponsors
be reassured that we have hon-
ored the trust given to us and
that our good name is being re-
stored.

NINA CARTER
Executive Director

Women of Vision and Purpose
Louisville 40206

No pity
Sorry, Lance Armstrong does

not produce the sense of tragedy
in me for him the way I was
taught to understand that word
by Mr. Webster as you seem to
want me to have in your “Lance
Armstrong’s tragically tainted
legacy” reprint of a Chicago Tri-
bune editorial. He is nothing
more than the Pete Rose, Bill Ro-
manowski, Mark McGwire, et al,
of cycling ... professional liars,
cheaters, and crooks. Nothing in
my book to elicit pity or sorrow.

JOSEPH C. KOPACZ
Louisville 40205

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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