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READINESS STAN DARD_':S_"_-'F'dR':A.'_L' S hcm to be successful in a competitive global econ-

omy. We also understand that in order to compete
in a knowledge-based, global economy, we must improve the academic performance of our students. The
United States is once again at a critical place in its quest for educational excellence, and the need for a
strong employer voice is greater than ever. America’s business leaders can make a positive difference for
schools, students and the country’s future it we join together and share our expectations for education

and our support for the people and institutions that move education reform forward.

The Commen Core State Standards (CCSS) Initiative, led by the National Governors Association Center for
Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers, has produced K-12 standards in the foundational
subjects of math and English that meet the business community’s expectations: they are college- and career-
ready, grounded in evidence, and internationally benchmarked. The CCSS set consistent, Tfocused, rigorous
academic expectations for ali students, and 45 states and the District of Columbia have already adopted
them. The CCSS serve as a necessary foundation for making the changes needed to improve student achieve-

ment and ensure the United States’ educational and economic preeminence.

We support these new, tougher academic standards that are currently being rolled out in classrooms
across the country. These standards will better prepare students for coliege and the workplace, something
of critical importance to the nation’s employers. The changes now under way in America's schools held
great promise for creating a more highly skilled workforce that is better equipped to meet the needs of

local, state and national economies,
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