Charter Schools: More Harm Than Good for Kentucky’s Students
What is a Charter School?

It is a publicly funded elementary or secondary school that is free from some or all state laws and regulations, including the federal law that requires only certified teachers in the classroom. A charter school also operates outside of the local school board making it less accountable to the community.

Charter Schools Do Not Live Up to the Hype

In 2004, the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) released an analysis of charter school performance on the 2003 The Nation's Report Card. The report found that charter school students, on average, score lower than students in traditional public schools. Charter school students who were eligible for free or reduced-price lunch scored lower than their peers in traditional public schools, and charter school students in central cities scored lower than their peers in math in 4th grade. The study also showed that charter schools enrolled smaller proportions of students with disabilities than traditional public schools. 
In a study that followed North Carolina students for several years, professors Robert Bifulco and Helen Ladd found that students in charter schools actually made considerably smaller achievement gains in charter schools than they would have in traditional public schools.

The November 2008 study, The forgotten choice? Rethinking magnet schools in a changing landscape (Erica Frankenberg & Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, Civil Rights Project at University of California, Los Angeles), showed that charter schools were more segregated than magnet schools and public schools. 
Site-Based Decision Making Councils Work
SBDMs are authorized by state statute to implement new curriculum, hire principals, confer on all other hiring’s, create and adjust school budgets, alter the time of the school day and much more. It is only because other states do not have SBDMs that they create charter schools to carry out these same tasks. Because the powers of SBDMs supersede those of the local school board and superintendent, all Kentucky schools are effectively empowered in a way that is equivalent to charter schools. 

Charter Schools Weaken the Community
Parents and communities work hard to elect their school board members and SBDM representatives. They hold those officials accountable for the management of schools and the education of their children. Charter schools take away this involvement and accountability by operating outside of local school board and without SBDMs. This would garner less involvement from parents and community and would end public accountability.
