Issue:  The Roles of Students and Parents
One of the most important questions for teachers is where student and parent responsibility begin and end.  Teachers have strong opinions about the roles and responsibilities of students and their parents/guardians.  However, teachers do not deny their own responsibility and role either.  Teachers should assist in helping students become critical thinkers and lifelong learners.  Additionally, teachers feel it is their responsibility to create a classroom environment where students can ask for help and feel safe and respected and to set high expectations for student behavior and academics.  Teachers believe strongly that they should help students reach these goals.  They should also engage each student in the educational process to promote appropriate behavior and skills and engage them by continuing to seek training and education that keeps them in touch with new strategies, techniques and professional development.  However, teachers feel that unless students and parents join them in a partnership to promote student success, their efforts will go unnoticed.
Teacher Position:

Student responsibilities should include but not be limited to the following:
· Become critical thinkers and lifelong learners.

· Understand and follow school and classroom rules.

· Respect the rights and property of students and staff.

· Complete class work and homework on time.

· Be at school everyday.  
· Bring notes from parent/guardians or physicians for excused absences.

· Behave in a safe and responsible manner.

· Be respectful to others, avoiding profanity, insults, threats and harassment.

· Use proper hygiene.

· Work to excel academically.
Parent responsibilities include, but not limited to:

· Help their child to become critical thinkers and lifelong learners.

· Make sure school has updated telephone numbers, correct address, any medical problems and family problems that may affect the child’s school performance.

· Keep current immunization records and required medical examinations.

· Notify the school on the day the child is absent, send a note to school the next day.

· Make sure the child is in school on time.

· Set homework guidelines as to when and where homework is to be done and provide help if needed.

· Be involved in what goes on in school, attend parent-teacher conferences, PTA meetings, field trip, etc.

· Support the school’s discipline code.

· Keep up-to-date with the child’s progress.

· Stress the importance of an education with the child.

· Expect the child to dress appropriately and to practice good hygiene.

· Expect your child to be responsible and respectful and to behave appropriately in school.

Rationale: If a Board of Education truly believe the roles of teachers, students and parent are to help students become critical thinkers and lifelong learners, then there is no way that teachers should be held solely accountable for students’ performance.  Each teacher, student and parent must work together for the betterment of the student.  Communication is a very important factor.  Academic success, social, emotional and aesthetic development must be emphasized at all levels and, again, by all parties involved.

Opposing Viewpoints: There are few if any organized groups who oppose the idea that parents and students should be held accountable and responsible along with teachers.  However, there is a small minority of parents and students who would probably disagree with the need to accept any responsibility in the education process.
