ISSUE:   Teacher Retirement

1. Few issues touch the HOT button of teachers more than their retirement. Kentucky is one of _____ states where teacher are not covered by Social Security. The result is that Kentucky teachers rely heavily on The Kentucky Teacher Retirement System for their retirement income and their retirement health insurance. Utmost in the minds of Kentucky teachers will be public policy that ensures a financially sound KTRS. 

2. Currently Kentucky and the nation are facing a teacher shortage. One solution to this shortage is new legislation that would permit a retired teacher to be re-employed by a Kentucky School District as a fully time teacher. Further allow this retired teacher to draw their full retirement and require that they, their employing District and KTRS to establish a “second” retirement account. 

TEACHER VIEW:  
1. Kentucky teachers when looking at candidates for statewide office will be highly interested in candidates that are totally committed to a financially sound KTRS. Kentucky teachers will insist on candidates that pledge that they will under no circumstances neither raid KTRS funds nor take any steps or actions that would undermine KTRS.  

2. This is good for all concerned!

RATIONALE:

1. Peace of mind! Knowing that you will have your teacher retirement and health insurance there for you when you retire is all that active Kentucky teachers need to make this a crucial issue in the minds of teachers. 

2. Currently teachers are retiring and many turning around and being re-employed under 100 day contracts. These 100-day employees are taking up teaching positions, due to the teacher shortage, but do not pay into the KTRS, which in turn is financially harmful to KTRS. By allowing  retired teachers to be re-employed we fill needed teaching positions with fully trained (verse emergency certificated) highly qualified educators that will pay into the KTRS.

WHO OPPOSES:

1. No organized group will openly oppose the teacher view on the issue of Teacher Retirement. Should taxes become an issue then funding of KTRS and their funds could become an issue or a temptation.

2. No group that we know of in the education family opposes this concept. The KTRS is studying the financial ramifications on KTRS and will report those findings at a later date. 

RATIONALE:

RANK: 

