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The State, Territory and Australian Government Ministers of Education met as the 10th Ministerial Council on
Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) in Adelaide, 22-23 April 1999, chaired by the Minister
for Education, Children's Services and Training in South Australia, the Hon Malcolm Buckby MP. Conscious that the
schooling of Australia's children is the foundation on which to build our future as a nation, Council agreed to act
jointly to assist Australian schools in meeting the challenges of our times. In reaching agreement to address the
following areas of common concern, the State, Territory and Australian Government Ministers of Education made an
historic commitment to improving Australian Schooling within a framework of national collaboration.
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Preamble
Australia’s future depends upon each citizen having the necessary knowledge, understanding, skills and values for a
productive and rewarding life in an educated, just and open society. High quality schooling is central to achieving
this vision.
This statement of national goals for schooling provides broad directions to guide schools and education authorities in
securing these outcomes for students.
It acknowledges the capacity of all young people to learn, and the role of schooling in developing that capacity. It
also acknowledges the role of parents as the first educators of their children and the central role of teachers in the
learning process.
Schooling provides a foundation for young Australians’ intellectual, physical, social, moral, spiritual and aesthetic
development. By providing a supportive and nurturing environment, schooling contributes to the development of
students’ sense of self-worth, enthusiasm for learning and optimism for the future.
Governments set the public policies that foster the pursuit of excellence, enable a diverse range of educational
choices and aspirations, safeguard the entitlement of all young people to high quality schooling, promote the
economic use of public resources, and uphold the contribution of schooling to a socially cohesive and culturally rich
society.
Common and agreed goals for schooling establish a foundation for action among State and Territory governments
with their constitutional responsibility for schooling, the Australian Government, non-government school authorities
and all those who seek the best possible educational outcomes for young Australians, to improve the quality of
schooling nationally .
The achievement of these common and agreed national goals entails a commitment to collaboration for the purposes
of:
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further strengthening schools as learning communities where teachers, students and their families work in
partnership with business, industry and the wider community
enhancing the status and quality of the teaching profession
continuing to develop curriculum and related systems of assessment, accreditation and credentialing that
promote quality and are nationally recognised and valued
increasing public confidence in school education through explicit and defensible standards that guide
improvement in students’ levels of educational achievement and through which the effectiveness, efficiency
and equity of schooling can be measured and evaluated.
These national goals provide a basis for investment in schooling to enable all young people to engage effectively with
an increasingly complex world. This world will be characterised by advances in information and communication
technologies, population diversity arising from international mobility and migration, and complex environmental and
social challenges.
The achievement of the national goals for schooling will assist young people to contribute to Australia’s social,
cultural and economic development in local and global contexts. Their achievement will also assist young people to
develop a disposition towards learning throughout their lives so that they can exercise their rights and responsibilities
as citizens of Australia.
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Goals
1.

2.

Schooling should develop fully the talents and capacities of all students. In particular, when students leave
school, they should:
1.1

have the capacity for, and skills in, analysis and problem solving and the ability to communicate
ideas and information, to plan and organise activities, and to collaborate with others.

1.2

have qualities of self-confidence, optimism, high self-esteem, and a commitment to personal
excellence as a basis for their potential life roles as family, community and workforce members.

1.3

have the capacity to exercise judgement and responsibility in matters of morality, ethics and
social justice, and the capacity to make sense of their world, to think about how things got to
be the way they are, to make rational and informed decisions about their own lives, and to
accept responsibility for their own actions.

1.4

be active and informed citizens with an understanding and appreciation of Australia’s system of
government and civic life.

1.5

have employment related skills and an understanding of the work environment, career options
and pathways as a foundation for, and positive attitudes towards, vocational education and
training, further education, employment and life-long learning.

1.6

be confident, creative and productive users of new technologies, particularly information and
communication technologies, and understand the impact of those technologies on society.

1.7

have an understanding of, and concern for, stewardship of the natural environment, and the
knowledge and skills to contribute to ecologically sustainable development.

1.8

have the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to establish and maintain a healthy lifestyle,
and for the creative and satisfying use of leisure time.

In terms of curriculum, students should have:
2.1

attained high standards of knowledge, skills and understanding through a comprehensive and
balanced curriculum in the compulsory years of schooling encompassing the agreed eight key
learning areas:
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the arts;
English;
health and physical education;
languages other than English;
mathematics;
science;
studies of society and environment; and
technology.
and the interrelationships between them.

3.

2.2

attained the skills of numeracy and English literacy; such that, every student should be
numerate, able to read, write, spell and communicate at an appropriate level.

2.3

participated in programs of vocational learning during the compulsory years and have had
access to vocational education and training programs as part of their senior secondary studies.

2.4

participated in programs and activities which foster and develop enterprise skills, including those
skills which will allow them maximum flexibility and adaptability in the future.

Schooling should be socially just, so that:
3.1

students’ outcomes from schooling are free from the effects of negative forms of discrimination
based on sex, language, culture and ethnicity, religion or disability; and of differences arising
from students’ socio-economic background or geographic location.

3.2

the learning outcomes of educationally disadvantaged students improve and, over time, match
those of other students.

3.3

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students have equitable access to, and opportunities in,
schooling so that their learning outcomes improve and, over time, match those of other
students.

3.4

all students understand and acknowledge the value of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures to Australian society and possess the knowledge, skills and understanding to contribute
to, and benefit from, reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.

3.5

all students understand and acknowledge the value of cultural and linguistic diversity, and
possess the knowledge, skills and understanding to contribute to, and benefit from, such
diversity in the Australian community and internationally.

3.6

all students have access to the high quality education necessary to enable the completion of
school education to Year 12 or its vocational equivalent and that provides clear and recognised
pathways to employment and further education and training.

More information about the work of MCEETYA in relation to the National Goals for Schooling, the measurement of
student performance and the National Report on Schooling in Australia can be found on the MCEETYA website
.
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