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TFA’S ROLE IN THE PRIVATIZATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION
AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT



Let’s Be Clear…

There IS a coordinated effort to 
privatize public education.  



The Motive
1. Philosophical  
• “Free Market” Orthodoxy 
• Plutocratic / Technocratic (“test scores!”) 

Undemocratic

2. Financial  
• Boondoggle for the Wealthy & 

Well Connected



A Boondoggle for the 
Wealthy and Well-Connected
“When it comes to K through 12 education, we 
see a $500 billion sector in the U.S. alone…” 


- Rupert Murdoch, CEO and Chairman, 

News Corp 




A Boondoggle for the 
Wealthy and Well-Connected



What’s TFA’s Connection?

TFA and TFA’s political arm LEE (Leadership for 
Educational Equity) are heavily funded by many 
of the same privatization players 



Teach For America is NOT 
a Teacher Prep Program

“Our Mission is to enlist, develop and mobilize our 
nation’s most promising future leaders to grow and 
strengthen the movement for educational equity.” 

- Teach For America’s Official Website 



TFA’s Path to Leadership
$100,000,000 

in 2012  
on recruitment,  
advertising & 
promotions



What TFA Alum Lead…



TFA is…
An incubator for transforming social justice 
minded young people into advocates for 
Koch Bros.-style education policies 



What You Can Do About It



Know the Facts
cloakinginequity.com

http://cloakinginequity.com


Support Student 
Organizations

Organization Campaign

usas.org

supe.k12newsnetwork.com

http://usas.org
http://supe.k12newsnetwork.com


Support Local Districts in 
Pushing Back



Know Programs That Work

www.ilcommunityschools.org

http://www.ilcommunityschools.org


What Success Looks Like



What Success Looks Like



What Success Looks Like



Thank you.

chadsommer@yahoo.com

@chadsommer

mailto:chadsommer@yahoo.com

