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TFA'S ROLE IN THE PRIVATIZATION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION
AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT

APRIL 26, 2015 CHAD SOMMER




| et’s Be Clear...

There IS a coordinated effort to
privatize public education.
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Limited Government, Free Markets, Federalism

The |
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1. Philosophical
“Free Market” Orthodoxy
Plutocratic / Technocratic (“test scores!”)
[ Undemocratic

2. Financial
Boondoggle for the Wealthy &
Well Connected



A Boondoggle for the
Wealthy and Well-Connected

“When it comes to K through 12 education, we
see a $500 billion sector in the U.S. alone...”

- Rupert Murdoch, CEO and Chairman,
News Corp




A Boondoggle for the
Wealthy and Well-Connected

Walmart heirs' foundation advises hedge
funds on how to profit from charter
schools

CE o) v 1w

BONDS & BLACKBOARDS: INVESTING IN CHARTER SCHOOLS

HOSTED BY: LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION (LISC)
SPONSORED BY: BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION (BMGF) AND
WALTON FAMILY FOUNDATION

March 10, 2015
Harvard Club, 27 West 44" St., New York, N.Y. 10036
Mistress of Ceremonies: Jacqueline Adams




What's TFA's Connection?

TFA and TFA’s political arm LEE (Leadership for
Educational Equity) are heavily funded by many
of the same privatization players

BLLEMELINDA
| (GATES foundation

INDIVIDUALS $20-million Walton donation will boost Teach for America

in L.A.

July 31, 2013 | By Howard Blume
— . | — Email [_: Share g+1 1 W Tweet 0 sz‘

Bruce and Diana Rauner




Teach For America is NOT
a leacher Prep Program

“Our Mission is to enlist, develop and mobilize our
nation’s most promising future leaders to grow and
strengthen the movement for educational equity.”

- Teach For America’s Official Website




1FA's Path to Leadership

$100,000,000
Seduce college students and young professionals with a recruitment pitch that claims YOU are in 2012
so smart and hardworking that you are NEEDED to close the "achievement gap" (implicitly g
caused by lazy veteran union teachers). on recruitment,
advertising &

promotions

Provide 6 weeks of intensive training that explicitly tells corps members that low-income students
‘need” them while implicitly blaming veteran union teachers for educational inequity. Continuously drive

the message for 2 years while the corps member teaches (most likely at a charter school that also drives
the same pro-privatization, anti-union message).

|
1. Recruit corps members into LEE (TFA's pro-charter, anti-union political arm) to be groomed for

political office or political advocacy.
2. Recruit corps members into a TFA affiliated principal program to lead an anti-union, standardized test-

focused school.




What TFA Alum Lead...

T U (ALT-L ALT-T)
Rocketahip Education (CMO)

New Schools for New Orleans
(ADV, ALT.L, ALT.T, INC)

IDEA Charter Network
Schools (CMO)

The Ecducatien Innovation
Laboratory (EALAB): Harvard (RiSl.\
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YES Prep KAPP  Teach for AR
Crescent Cry Schoots  (CMO) (C’.‘°D (ALT-L ALT.T)
School of Education/ (CM0) Brooke Charter Schools (CMO)
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The New Teacher Project (ALT-T)
Leadership for Educavonal Equity (ADV)

New Leaders (ALT-L INC)

Schook
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Educasion Equity Project. Inc
(ADV) ‘\\_

magine Schools (CMO) o
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Green Dot (CMO)

Buldng Excellent Schools
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@ Recew Schools (CMO)

Education Pioasers, bnc. (ALT-L)

Excel Academin
Charter Schooks (CMO)

Uncommen Schools (CHMO)

New Visions for Achievement First
Public Schools (INC) (CMO)
Beroad Cencer for the :
of Schow Syseems (ALT-L) / -, 40 Schools (ADV)
: Parenership for LA Schools
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Stwdentsirst (ADV) ‘ ® e Lo
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Connection Type Organization Type
1 e Parwmership ADYV: Polrical Advocacy Organizaton
= = Founded ALT-L: Anernative Training Program for Leadership
-------- Senior Saff ALT-T: Aernatve Training Program for Teachers
1 e Partnership, Senior Staff CMO: Charter Management Organization

s we Parwnership, Founded CON: Data-Driven Consultant Organization

wsssss  Senior Staff, Founded INC: School Incubation Organization

w——  Parwnership, Senior Suaff, Founded RES: Research Fem




TFAIS...

An incubator for transforming social justice
minded young people into advocates for
Koch Bros.-style education policies

TEACHFORAMERICA

il . & \‘
tEveryaKid Deservesgto Learn

. Of the 16 million kids growing up in poverty in the U.S., only one in three will graduate from high

school. Together, we can improve the odds.




What You Can Do About It




KNow the Facts

cloakinginequity.com

Cloaking Inequity

SEARCH CLOAKING INEQUITY

You are here » A Primer for Engaging Teach For America Supporters

bils

Have you ever found yourself trapped in the insufferable position of having to tolerate

FOLLOW CLOAKING INEQUITY VIA EMAIL

Enter your email acdress 10 follow this blog and

recaive notifications of new posts by emall

Join 6,446 other followers

NETWORK FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

The big day is here

believer relentiessly bombarding you with justifications for Teach For America's plac 1 a10p the corporate

of educational axcellence?

org chan



http://cloakinginequity.com

Support Student

Organizations
Organization Campaign
STUDENTS UNITED STUDENTS
ror PUBLIC EDUCATION ;REAE§FIO§;I'M££I G
'ElTﬁé.m 2newsnetwork.-(-:—o_nT s e
TEACHFOR
AMERICA

TRUTH TOUR

T

usas.org



http://usas.org
http://supe.k12newsnetwork.com

Support Local Districts in
Pushing Back

Cloaking Inequity

SEARCH CLOAXING INEQUITY You are here: » Will San Francisco cancel TFA?: Alum letter to Board detalls threats, depression, and debt

Search. Q

FOLLOW CLOAKING INEQUITY VIA EMAIL

Enter your email address to follow this blog and
receive notifications of new posts by emalil.

Join 6,446 other followers

ROOSEVELT |l

MIDDLE SCHOOL

OUR TFA TEACHERS ARE

IN DEBT, THREATENED
AND DEPRESSED

PLEASE CANCEL CONTRACT

NETWORK FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

2015 Chicago Conference
April 25th, 2015

The big day is here.




KNnow Programs [ hat Work

THE FEDERATION FOR
BRI COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
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www.illcommunityschools.org



http://www.ilcommunityschools.org

What Success Looks Like
PR 37 minutes ago

| stopped mid application process for TFA

about the same time | started working with
Stephanie Rivera in the Rutgers Future |
Scholars program. | still toy with the idea of
working in a classroom, but this isn't how |

wanted to get there.

Student sparks campaign
Em against Teach for America

dailytargum.com :




What Success |.ooks Like

Ehe Washington Post sign In

Teach For America could miss recruitment
mark by more than 25 percent

IIIEIIIII::IIIIE:IIIII::" A —_ ®, 16
By Valerie Strauss 4 Y Foliow Gvaleriestrauss ‘
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What Success |.ooks Like

IN THESE TIMES

WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

THE MOVEMENT

Get '70 vias Rewand Card afoersubeninsion”
when you Buy any set of four new
MICHELIN® passenger o Ight track ties,
OFFER VALID 41315 - Sn10ns

The
Crimson

News Culture Sports Opinion Multimedia Topics AboutUs Advertising FYI

White

Serving The University of Alabama since 1894

Teach for America contract at Central to end

BY MACKENZIE ROSS | Publahed O4/04/15 7:2%am | Updated O4/04/15 7:30am

VOTE YES
FOR

SCHOOLS
MARCH 3

NN Rty SO0RAS 10 & SF0wd O NG NBUOAS Dy oF AT 00 M 150 Fromiie oF MUOie Egucanon on Dec. 2, 2013
ACT LOCALLY « JANUARY 22, 2014

Yinzers Toss Teach for America

An embattied public school system fights back against privatization.

BY THEOQ ANDERSON

e & t @ 188 W Tweat | 145 o F
T — S ————

Although Central High School has worked with seven Teach for America corps members since 2012, Tuscaloosa City Schools will
no longer receive new corps members. CW | Amy Sullivan

"




Thank you.

chadsommer@yahoo.com

@chadsommer
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