FINNISH LESSONS

What can British Columbia learn from educational

change in Finland?
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Finland?



A cultural lone wolf



FInnovations



Wife Carrying World Championsh
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Finland today
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Education system performance over
time in Finland and developed nations

learning, participation, equity and efficiency
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Recovery from the
Crisis
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Unemployment rate (%) in Finland
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GDP at market prices in Finland (Mil €)
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Education expenditure (% of GNI) in Finland
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Policies that saved education



Professionalization



L ocal innovation



Partnerships



Research and development expenditure as a percentage
of GDP in Finland
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Youth activity



Youth activity (10-29-year olds)

1400 ————

1200

1000 \
N e

600

400

200

1990 1995 2000



IT
Education in Finland



Education system in 2011
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Less IS more
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Number of teaching hours per year in lower secondary
education (2008)
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How much teachers teach? (2008)

Total annual teaching time in 60-minute hours
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Total number of intended instruction hours in public
institutions between the ages of 7 and 14 (2008)
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Student achievement and the cost of schooling
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Test less,
learn more



FOR A FAIR SELECTION
EVERYBODY HAS TO TAKE
THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE

CLIMB THAT TREE




Civic knowledge of 8th grade students in some OECD countries
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Level 1 and below ®level2-3 HElevel4-5 Hlevelb
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Student learning

National averages of 15-year-old students learning outcomes in mathematics 2000-06

560

540

520

=2000
2003
2006

500

480 -

460 -
USA UK Canada Australia Japan New Zealand Ireland Finland

OECD 2001-07



Equity of outcomes

Variation in student performance in reading (2009)
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Performance differences between schools

Performance variation of students within schools
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The Finnish
Advantage



Applicants to primary school teacher education 2001-10
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The Finnish Way



Global Trends vs. The Finnish Way

Global educational reform movement (germ)

Teaching core subjects

Standardization

Test-based accountability

Market-based management

Data and control

Alternative policies

Broad and creative learning

Personalization

Professional responsibility

Educational leadership

Collaboration and trust



What can we learn from Finland?
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FINNISH LESSON:

There is another way
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